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Response to a first Office Action 

Application SN 10/ 796.616 

This communication is a response to a first non-final Office Action liaving a 
mailing date of 09/21/2005 and setting forth a shortened statutory period for response 
of three months which would expire on 12/21/2005. 

In response to the above noted Office Action the applicant will follow the sequential 
paragraph Nos. used by the examiner. 

1 and 2) Claim 1 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brannen Pat No. 971,519. (not listed on the form 892). 
The device of Brannen is directed to a hair holder and not an arm band. The 
examiner states that "Brannen" discloses an arm band" (a hair holder) "comprising a 
rigid plate (12, 13)". This is not so. Brannen, in lines 49 - 53 explicitly states that the 
device consists essentially in a flexible strip designated by the numeral 5 (not 12, 13, 
they are the lateral teeth). Brannen continues: The strip may be of any desired 
material such as metal, celluloid, rubber or other material possessing a high degree 
of flexibility. Applicant is claiming an arm band comprising a rigid plate. The 
examiner continues to state that "the ornamentation is the surface itself (smooth 
surface)" Applicant is claiming an ornamentation on the surface. The examiner 
continues to state that "a springy band (5) is rigidly attached to the plate (Fig. 2) at 
one end and a U-shaped link (8 - 11) at the other end of the band to engage the 
lateral recess". The answer to this statement is that the springy band 5 is the hair 
band itself and is attached to what plate? Brannen discloses that the strip is bent 
laterally adjacent one end, line 70, whereby a lug is provided somewhat greater in 
length than the thickness of the strip. Brannen continues that the lug is provided with 
a medially disposed longitudinal recess, whereby jaws 8 and 9 are formed, this is 
not at all what applicant is claiming. 



